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The Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc. is a tax-exempt public charity 

created by and for the people of Washington County, Maryland.   

Why Recommend the Community Foundation for Charitable Giving?  

To inspire philanthropy for the benefit of  

Washington County. 

Estate planners, financial planners and other professional advisors often face a delicate dilemma: You want to discuss 

the many benefits of charitable giving with your clients, but can’t recommend specific charitable causes or organiza-

tions.  

A Simple Solution. The Community Foundation of Washington County is a single, trusted vehicle where your client 

can address the issues they care about most, while gaining maximum tax benefit under state and federal law. The Foun-

dation offers a variety of giving options, including the ability to set up a charitable fund in their name.  

Multiple Charities. The Community Foundation provides local knowledge of the nonprofit community as well as the 

opportunity to support multiple charities at the same time. If requested, the Foundation can keep a layer of anonymity 

between the donor and the charities they support. We have many ways to help your client achieve their charitable goals. 

You can even stay financially involved if your client creates an endowed fund over $100,000. 

The Unique Features of a Community Foundation 

1. Personalized Service—We make giving easy, flexible and effective because we accept a variety of gifts. Your 

client can contribute cash, stocks, property, IRA’s or bequests. They can establish one of the following types of 

funds: donor-advised, community, field of interest, designated, scholarship or memorial. Your client can  

create the fund in their name, after a loved one, or whatever they choose. You can also help them generate guaran-

teed income for life through a charitable gift annuity. 

2. Local Expertise—The Community Foundation has a professional staff with an in-depth understanding of the  

issues, opportunities and resources that shape our community. We monitor all areas of community needs, including 

human services, education, environment, healthcare, the arts and economic development. We can help your clients 

learn more about local agencies and programs that make a 

difference in areas they care about most. 

3. Community Leadership—We invest in the long-term and 

bring people and organizations together, convening diverse 

voices to address local issues and opportunities.  

4. Endowment Funds—When your client creates a charitable 

fund through the Community Foundation, they benefit the 

community with a permanent endowment. Your client’s gift 

gets invested over time, and earnings from their fund are 

used for grants addressing community needs or the specific 

nonprofit(s) of their choice. Their gift and all future earnings 

from it become a permanent source of community capital, 

helping do good work today and tomorrow.   
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5. Legacy and stability—Donors who endow their gifts can make a 

difference in their community during their lifetime and, at the same 

time, provide a gift that lasts forever. In fact, your client’s original 

gift will benefit the community many, many times over! They can 

also create an endowment fund with a bequest in their will. We 

continue making grants in the name of the fund established to  

preserve their charitable wishes, even if the organization receiving 

grants ceases to exist.  

Please call Community Foundation President/CEO Stacey Crawford at 

(301) 745-5210 to discuss your clients’ options further, or to learn 

more about the Endow Maryland Tax Credit that allows Washington 

County residents to claim a 25% state tax credit when they create or 

contribute to an unrestricted community endowment fund, field of 

interest fund or scholarship at the Foundation.  

Did you know this year’s  

Washington County Gives raised 

$630,000 in unrestricted funds for 96 

local nonprofits? 


